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Working with Smallwoods Association 

On 4th January, I had the pleasure of meeting David Reeve from             

Smallwoods Association and we discussed a bio-diversity project that the 

Association is developing alongside Severn Trent Water. The project aims to 

provide free resources to woodland owners and managers, especially those 

who feel they have a greater need for support and specialised knowledge. 

They can offer advice and help and by making small, meaningful decisions 

can achieve big bio-diversity benefits. The project is also designed to allow 

Smallwoods to work alongside larger woodland    areas and use dedicated 

advisors to help  assess and bring together specific management plans for 

bio-diversity that can dovetail their own, cost effectively, with on the 

ground support and with jointly agreed interventions. I am really pleased to 

be able to inform you that we have agreed to work in partnership in the  

development of this project which, it is hoped, will be a terrific showcase 

for what can be achieved simply in a range of woodland settings. Simple 

management strategies that provide habitats around ridges and edges, 

deadwood piles etc. can promote an   upsurge in hundreds of insect species, 

leading to an increase in birdlife that feeds on them and the raptors that 

prey on them is a good example.  

Katrina  
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Message from the Chairman, Chris Turley 

Welcome to the Friends Newsletter for 2022. The ongoing Covid-19 pandemic 
has continued to result in no face to face meetings during 2021 but that said the 
Friends and Partners have continued their work within Randlay Valley adhering 
to Government advice. More detailed information can be found in the               
Environmental Officer’s update which include: Disabled Ramp; Bio-diversity     
Improvement Project; Randlay Valley Dew Pond; Management Plan and Local 
Nature Reserve Status; Volunteer Activities, followed by Events and Future Plans. 
Once again, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our volunteers and   
Parish Council staff for the dedicated work undertaken throughout this year. 
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Dew Pond Restoration  
Back around January 2020 I took a walk with our Ecologist ,Mark Latham, around the Valley, 
showing him some features he hadn’t come across before. One was our Dew Pond. He was 
quite excited by it, as Fran Lancaster (Ecology and Green Infrastructure Specialist) was looking 
for sites to put in pools. Covid hit and Mark left, so I heard no more, thinking the idea was 
forgotten.   
At the start of January this year Katrina received an email from Fran. The following is an    
excerpt from that email. “I have been working for some time on the restoration of the former 
dew pond at Randlay Valley. I am still waiting to appoint a contractor to do the work but I 
wanted to get in touch with the Parish Council to confirm that the works are finally in the  
program for 2022 (subject to acceptable costs). I know the Parish Council were keen for this 
to happen when I brought it to them in 2020 so hopefully that remains the case.  
A good sized pool habitat is one of the few habitats the Valley doesn’t have, so this is very       
exciting news for us. I look forward to seeing this project begin and to seeing new species  
given a habitat to live or breed in.  
All Ability Ramp  
To improve access to our Woodland School we have employed Telford Woods to build us an 
all ability ramp. At the end of last year they were able to construct most of the ramp. It needs 
joining to the main footpath still, some kick boards adding and the steps finishing. Not sure 
when this will be finished, as Telford Woods needs to get more materials and then add it to 
their schedule. Hopefully it wont be too long. Councillor Vaughan-Hodkinson was very       
fortunate in successfully applying for a grant towards this work.  
Drainage Channel  
The footpath in front of the Woodland School site was forever flooding and there was a        
constant muddy patch. Last year the volunteers were able to resolve a lot of this issue by      
adding more stone to the path and by putting in a small drainage channel to help take the    
water away. This year with the addition of the ramp I decided to improve the drainage from 
the path, as access to the ramp will cross over the channel and once in would be difficult to 
dig back up. A larger wider channel has been dug with a steeper incline to allow particulate 
matter in the water to drain away. Pipe will be laid and the channel capped. As of now this is 
still ongoing.  
Footpath into Woodland School  
Adding a ramp is only the first part of improving access to the Woodland School. Telford 
Woods has been asked to provide a quote to put a stone footpath from the top of the ramp 
to the seating area. We are currently waiting for the cost and anticipate this taking place in 
Spring.  
Hollinswood Primary School  
HPS has been taking classes out through the Valley, sometimes visiting and using our     
Woodland School. On Monday 10th (following a request from the school) I took two separate 
classes out on a walk to Stirchley Chimney, showing them the old mineral line rail bed we 
opened up and some of the finds we have discovered. This was a great opportunity to discuss 
with the children the Industrial heritage associated with the top end of the Valley 
(Randlay Brickworks). Several finds were then donated to the school for future history       
projects.  
Future Volunteer Days  
Although I have some ideas, I haven’t actually put together a plan as such. For the next           
volunteer day I have two options. We could continue work on the old rail bed walk. Several   
branches have come down, vegetation needs strimming and there is a tree that needs cutting 
and removing. Alternatively I noticed a tree had fallen over the disabled path and was caught  
in the branches of another tree. It looked to be of a size we could manage and I would feel 
happier if it was removed.   
Creed 

Creed, Environmental Officer for Friends 
of Hollinswood and Randlay Valley.  



About our Events 

This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter 

as a promotional tool is that you can 

reuse content from other marketing 

materials, such as press releases, 

market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a 

newsletter might be to sell your 

product or service, the key to a suc-

cessful newsletter is making it useful 

to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content to 

your newsletter is to develop and 

write your own articles, or include a 

calendar of upcoming events or a 

special offer that promotes a new 

product. 

You can also research articles or find 

“filler” articles by accessing the 

World Wide Web. You can write 

about a variety of topics but try to 

keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put in your 

newsletter can also be used for your 

Web site. Microsoft Publisher offers a 

simple way to convert your news-

letter to a Web publication. So, when 

you’re finished writing your news-

letter, convert it to a Web site and 

post it. 

Volunteer Days 

 
The Friends volunteer days are held on the first Tuesday of every month meeting at the 
Hollinswood Pavilion, Draycott TF3 2DN at 10 o’clock and  returning around midday 
 

Why Volunteer ? 

Randlay Valley is part of a green network linking central Telford to Nedge Hill and the 

wider countryside. The Valley contains a variety of habitats ranging from semi-natural 

woodland, grassland, fen and a brook and is a designated Local Nature Reserve. You too, 

can be a part of this exciting  project  

 

Events  

 

In October we held a Halloween Trail around the Valley looking for scary posters with 

letters on them to spell out a word or phrase. We had a lot of   families take part over the 

week. 

 

The Christmas holidays saw another trail with posters to find  and  spell out  another 

word or words, again we had lots of families take part and certificates have been sent to 

the families who gave us the correct answer. 

 

On Wednesday 29th December we held a walk around the Valley led by Chris Turley, it 

was a warm, dry day, if a little damp under foot, we all had a good walk to blow away the 

cobwebs and enjoy the fresh air. 

We are looking forward to lots more events in 2022, details to follow. 
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Inside Story Headline 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an 

important part of adding content to 

your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask 

yourself if the picture supports or 

enhances the message you’re trying 

to convey. Avoid selecting images 

that appear to be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thou-

sands of clip art images from which 

you can choose and import into your 

newsletter. There are also several 

tools you can use to draw shapes and 

symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, 

place it close to the article. Be sure to 

place the caption of the image near 

the image. 

Being a Member of The Friends 

This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter as a 

promotional tool is that you can reuse con-

tent from other marketing materials, such as 

press releases, market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a news-

letter might be to sell your product or service, 

the key to a successful newsletter is making it 

useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content to your 

newsletter is to develop and write your own 

articles, or include a calendar of upcoming 

events or a special offer that promotes a new 

product. 

You can also research articles or find “filler” 

articles by accessing the World Wide Web. 

You can write about a variety of topics but try 

to keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put in your news-

letter can also be used for your Web site. 

Microsoft Publisher offers a simple way to 

convert your newsletter to a Web publication. 

So, when you’re finished writing your news-

letter, convert it to a Web site and post it. 
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Caption describing picture or graphic 

How to Contact Us  

Thank you for expressing an interest in the work of Friends of  

Hollinswood & Randlay Valley.  Our group welcomes new members at any 

time . 

 

Please email us at fohrvalley@gmail.com and we will add your email  

address to our database. 

 

We will be able to share with you details of the work programme and to 

keep you informed of current projects and events. We will not share your 

details with any third parties and they will only be used in association 

with Randlay Valley . 

 

 

 

 

Please join us on Facebook  

@ New Friends of Hollinswood and Randlay Valley  
 

Website  
New Friends of Hollinswood and Randlay Valley  


